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Wednesday, December. 9, 7pm-VIRTUAL MEETING ON ZOOM
Winnie Johnson will be sharing interesting information about the
amazing ancient textiles found in bogs in Europe and will also say a
bit about the 7,500 year old textiles that have been found in
Florida’s Windover Bog, an archeological site in east central Florida
in 1982 along with skeletons from 7,000+ years ago. Jo Librizzi has
shared interesting facts discovered about the Windover People and
their ancient textiles from this important site as she has replicated
a globular bag and samples of the different types of twining/
weaving for a permanent exhibit at the Brevard Museum of History
and Natural Science. You can read her article about it in this
newsletter.
December Show & Tell:
We encourage all of you to submit your wonderful items for a
focused December show and tell. Please send photos of your
handmade holiday gifts and decorations to Russ Johnson’s email.
Webmaster@telarana.org

President’s Letter
Greetings to all guild members!

Can it already be December and covid19 is still with us? We will
continue to have ZOOM meetings at least through February. I have
always enjoyed the social aspects of our traditional potluck in December. We’ll miss that this year, but at least we’ll see familiar
faces on the computer screen. It will be fun to see what members
have created for the holidays or for Christmas gifts at our show and share. Send photos to Russ for that presentation.
For a short program at the meeting, I will be sharing information I learned about at a museum in Sweden. Near
the town where my daughter has a summer cabin, there was a find of a body in a peat bog. It turned out to be
from the 14th century. The clothing was still intact. I’ll be talking about that. Original plans for the evening had
Jo Librizzi talking about an archeological find in Florida, but Jo is in the process of moving to Alabama, so will be
unable to share with us at the meeting. Please read her submission in the newsletter.
As was reported earlier in the summer, guild member Penny Wakefield passed away this past summer in Alaska.
As per her wishes, her husband has donated her Arizona fiber things to Telaraña. Besides numerous books,
magazines, roving and spools of thread, there is a Structo loom, a 4 H Kesnick loom and a 24 H AVL dobby loom,
as well as a warping reel, a Singer knitting machine and card-making tools. After inventorying, the board will discuss the best way to make these available to members in a way that benefits the guild. Be watching for future
announcements.
I hope to see you at our virtual meeting in December,
Winnie

Treasurer's Report
Treasurer's report. As of 11/30/20 the bank account balance is: $12,784.13 and no outstanding
checks

As of November 29, 2020 we have 65 members, which includes 6 family members and 2 honorary members.

Upcoming Programs
JANUARY 13 From Virgins to Spaceships: A Visual Voyage through Norwegian Tapestry
Robbie LaFleur is a handweaver of contemporary textiles who will trace for us the thread of medieval traditions in
the work of contemporary artists, in the materials, techniques, and images they choose. Sit back to view inventive
and surprising tapestries from 1180 to today.
FEBRUARY 10: Pre-Columbian Doubleweave Techniques with Jennifer Moore
Jennifer prepared for a year to teach this technique at a conference at the Center for Traditional Textiles of Cusco
in Cusco, Peru. She studied blackstrap weaving, Peruvian doubleweave and Spanish. Jennifer will present a
slideshow from the conference and her travels in Peru, as well as demonstrating what she taught at the
conference.
MARCH 10: TBD
APRIL 7: TBD
MAY 12: Stash Sale and Inspiration Challenge: We’ll gather once again to exchange and purchase each other’s
treasures and share our completed projects from the Inspiration Challenge.

Board Meeting Minutes
There was no board meeting in November due to the Thanksgiving holiday

Telaraña Scholarship
TELARAÑA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION due December 31
Funds are available to help members attend workshops and seminars that will further their fiber arts skills. The
deadline for applications is December 31. Awards will be disbursed to recipient(s) following our January board
meeting. Mail completed application to Betz Frederick. Must be received or postmarked by Dec 31.
Requirements for Consideration:
1. Applicant must be current with their membership dues and have been a member for the full previous guild
year.
2. Workshop must be taken during the Guild year in which the scholarship is awarded (May 31-May 30)
3. Recipient is expected to share their new knowledge with the Guild in some way, i.e. a short program,
demonstration, workshop.
4. Application is specific to the workshop listed.
5. Member is ineligible to receive scholarship funds in consecutive guild years.
Download the application from our website: http://telarana.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/TELARAÑASCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION.pdf and mail completed application to Betz Frederick or Telaraña Fiber Arts Guild,
PO Box 41832, Mesa AZ 85274.
email Betz Frederick webmaster@telarana.org if you have questions
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Workshops
Jennifer Moore workshops are going to be virtual using Zoom
Only 1 place left in each workshop
Two Mathmagical Design Workshops
These are hands-on design classes, not weaving workshops. Expected total cost per workshop $25-40, plus $12
materials fee. Deposit of $37 per workshop is now being accepted from members (non-members may register
starting 12/1/20) Deposits must be received by January 13, 2021 Class limit: 20
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9 am to 12 noon
Exploring the Golden Proportion and the Fibonacci Series The Golden Proportion is found throughout nature, including in our own bodies, and has been known and used by artists for millennia. Because of this most
people tend to find this proportion very pleasing. In this design workshop we will learn how to generate and use
the Golden Proportion as well as the closely related Fibonacci Series. Knowing how to work with these tools enables us to create harmonious designs in any medium.
Friday, February 12, 2021 9 am-12 noon
Exploring Fractal Design A fractal is a visual design that breaks down into self-similar shapes at varying scales
to create seemingly infinite designs. Although this may be somewhat daunting from a mathematical perspective,
we can take a visual and intuitive approach to this concept with amazing results. We will learn some basic techniques for generating fractal designs and create a few of our own in both two and three dimensions, including a
fractal pop-up.
Double Rainbow (this is a weaving workshop, 4 or 8 shaft looms required)
4 Sessions, each 9 am – 1 pm
Saturday, February 13
Monday, February 15
Thursday, February 18
Saturday, February 20
Expected total cost $120-150, no materials fee. The sessions will be recorded and will
be available for 2 weeks for people who have to miss one of the sessions. Deposit of
$100 is now accepted from members (non-members may register after 12/1/20, add
$30) Class limit: 20
This is perhaps the ultimate color sampler! Before the workshop, you will wind a warp
and set it up according to Jennifer's system for working with multiple colors in a rotational sequence. A basic two-layered structure will enable participants to mix and match colors and create an
amazing array of color mixtures. As you weave and your warp colors move past each other, you will experience a
visual feast of iridescence and moiré patterns. You will also experiment with single-layered structures such as
warp rep and warp-faced twills and the effects that they create on this versatile warp. This sampler will provide a
remarkable education in color theory and how optical mixtures work in weaving, as well as a great source of inspiration for future weaving projects.
Level- Intermediate. No prior experience in doubleweave is necessary, but students must know how to warp a
loom.
You can use one check to sign up for multiple workshops, but please include a separate registration
form for each workshop. The registration form is on the Telarana.org website under the workshop tab. Send
deposit and registration forms to Betz Frederick (address on form). Checks are preferred but if you need to pay
by credit card contact Linda Wade. webmaster@telarana.org
If you have any questions contact Betz (webmaster@telarana.org)
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The Windover Bog Archaelogical Site
Jo Librizzi (lived in Titusville FL for 25 yrs)
Have you ever been to Walt Disney World in Florida? Did you also get over to the Kennedy Space Center? If you
did you would have driven past the neighborhood where one of the greatest archeological finds in North America
was discovered quite by accident.
A backhoe operator was clearing land for the Windover Farms development in the mid 1980’s. He heard a clunk
and since there are few, if any rocks, in east central Florida, got down to examine the bucket were he saw a very
old skull. Work stopped as the developers and authorities were called in. The developers actually paid to have
the skull carbon dated and everyone was shocked to find out it was at least 7,000 years old! It took a while to
get enough funding to excavate for the dig but when it all finally happened the scientific world was rocked off its
foundation.
The Windover Bog had been used as a burial ground for over 500 years and the neutral ph of the water preserved not only the brain material but also the cellulose plant material that had been made into the oldest fabric
found in North America. Some of the fabric found on the children was as fine as our modern day t-shirts! They
cared for a teenager who had spina bifida from birth and elderly people with infirmities. Not so primitive after all!
The fabrics were examined and analyzed by James Adovasio and his late wife Rhonda Andrews. She made samples of the different weaves that were on display at the Brevard Museum of History and Natural Science. Upon
her death the University of Pittsburgh wanted the samples returned to them. That is when the Museum reached
out to our local Weavers Guild to see if someone could replicate the samples for their display. Saying ‘yes’
opened a world of fascinating discovery for me.
I was only able to view the original samples one time to get measurements of the framing used for display and
pick up a copy of the paper Dr. Andrews wrote about the textiles. After using interlibrary loan to get as many of
her references as possible, I tackled the problem of what to use to weave the samples. The main fiber used was
saw or cabbage palmetto with possibly some yucca and grasses. Masticating the palm fiber (the original suggestion) was not a pleasant experience! Surely there had to be alternatives. After unsuccessful boiling, scraping,
soaking etc. I used commercial cordage that would show up in the display. Perhaps retting palm fiber for an extended period of time? Time I did not have.
The weaves used were Balanced plainweave: simple plaiting 1/1 interval, Close diagonal twining paired S twist
weft, Close simple twining trebled S twist weft, Close diagonal twining trebled S twist weft, Close simple twining
paired S twist weft. 8 wefts per cm and 10 warps per cm and even finer weave produced next-to-the skin clothing. There was a globular bag with a cache of bone needles that I replicated for the Museum display. It is believed that many of the fabrics were frame-woven or perhaps woven on a backstrap loom, but maybe a warpweighted loom could have been used?
After the initial flurry of fame, information on the Windover Bog people became scarce, however recently there is
a resurgence of interest and still more scientific research going on. If you Google search Windover Bog you will
find many youtube videos and articles. Here are a few….
Youtube: The First Americans Part 6, The Windover Site: Voices from the Past (Glen C. Doran),
Florida Windover Bog People (Holly Latta) (the bag I made is the cover photo)
http://www.myfloridahistory.org/BrevardMuseum: exhibit Windover Archeological Site

Don't Forget
We'd love to show off the fiber works you are continuing to create on the Telaraña website. Send your photos
to Linda Wade webmaster@telarana.org
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Volunteer Opportunities
We still have several board positions open. The board hopes you will consider taking an active role in our Guild by
volunteering for one of these:
Newsletter Editor:

attends board meetings, currently via Zoom
receives articles, photos, etc and organizes them into a newsletter
sends out the newsletter via email or snail mail

Publicity Chair: attends board meetings, currently via Zoom
handle guild Facebook account
order and distribute informational cards
order and distribute MAC sale bookmarks

Show and Share Guidelines
Instructions for Show & Share photos
Anyone who would like to participate in the Show and Share can email your pictures to Russ Johnson webmaster@telarana.org with a 10 to 75 word description of your photo(s). Send 1 to 6 photos, but no more than 3 at
a time since some emails limit how many megabytes you can attach to an email. I’ll assemble all of
the photos into a PowerPoint presentation for sharing at the ZOOM meeting. When the Show and Share starts,
your photo(s) along with the description will appear on each participants screen and the presenter will also give a
brief comment on each photo. After the meeting the photos will be sent to Linda for possible inclusion on the
web page and to Marcia for possible inclusion in the next newsletter.

Inspiration Challenge
In October we introduced an all guild project, The Inspiration Challenge. The inspiration for this project will
be our stunning Arizona landscapes, whether it is the Grand Canyon, a beautiful sunset, or our many lakes and
waterfalls. The Inspiration Challenge is very simple; it has only two parts.
1. Find a photo of a landscape that inspires you; you can use one of your own or turn to AZ Highways, etc. the
mother lode of inspiration!
2. Use the photo as an inspiration to make something: the choice is yours as long as it’s fiber related.
These are the only rules. The rest is up to you!
Deadline: the May 2021 Guild Meeting. Lots of time! Lots of fun!
So far, 13 members have expressed an interest in participating. We hope to reach 20 and will work with public
venues to display our works in a 2021-2022 exhibition.
If you want to participate, please contact Maureen McCarthy webmaster@telarana.org to indicate your interest.

Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation - Taliesin West Project
In mid-October, the President of the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation at Taliesin-West in Scottsdale contacted ADWSG President, Virginia Glenn, asking if the guild would be interested in “stringing a loom” that would be exhibited in the Swan Room at Taliesin-West. The Swan Room was Mrs. Olgivanna Wright’s Day, or Sitting Room. It was
where her desk/office is located, and at one time included a loom on which she and her daughter would weave.
Amazed at this opportunity, several of the Guild members coordinated responses. By the end of the month I and
Mag Griswold visited with the Curator at Taliesin-West to evaluate the condition of the loom. The loom was made
by Bernat, manufactured in the 1930’s (the only period during which Bernat manufactured looms). It’s a 30-inch
x-frame four shaft jack loom, with a unique pulley system - similar in construction to the Harrisville Design looms.
While it certainly has seen better days, and had some modifications, it can definitely serve as an exhibition loom.
With a little more TLC it cam be operational as well.
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The next phase will start with the restoration of the loom. Russ and Winnie Johnson - who recently successfully
restored the Mesa Historical Museum loom - have volunteered to work with the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation to
get that done. In addition, a weaving project needs to be planned so that the loom can be warped, with a section
of the warp woven, to appear as though Mrs. Wright just left the room after working on her loom.
We have additional volunteers who will help with the project planning, sample creation, and design finalization.
The actual design will be inspired by Taliesin-West. The volunteers - Betz Frederick, Lauren Goldfish, Mag Griswold, Mary Humme, Paula Rudnick, and Beki Welsch - are members of either or both ADWSG and Telaraña
Guilds. We will be meeting via Zoom to coordinate this effort, and get approval from the Foundation for the final
project choice. The timing of this has been start and stop, mostly due to the fact that, like other public institutions, tours at Taliesin-West have been curtailed to adhere to social distance requirements. As a result, funding is
reduced and Foundation Staff have had cut-backs in hours and budget. It’s also apparent that we are going
through a learning curve with the Foundation - they are unfamiliar with weaving process but are eager to learn.
It’s turning out to be quite an education!
Things are on the move! Winnie and Russ will be at Taliesin-West on December 2nd to kickoff the restoration of
the loom. They expect to be finished that day, unless additional issues arise as the loom is disassembled. But
right now the additional parts that were identified to be fabricated are completed. In the interim, three weavers
are working on samples for the warp to be dressed on the loom. Both the restoration and samples will be documented for both guilds to have in their historical files..
And a next phase? That depends on the FLW Foundation. They are not interested in creating “live” tour demos.
But they are researching ideas of potential education/outreach classes that would involve utilizing the loom. Keep
tuned in!
If you have any questions about the project, please contact Claudia Cocco at webmaster@telarana.org.

Member Sales
Because the MAC sale was cancelled, many of us are missing the opportunity to see what others have
made and have for sale. Here are two places we can ﬁnd member displays:
Winnie Johnson, Cindy Reynolds, Lee Killpack:

private sale on Saturday, Dec 5, 9-4
Contact webmaster@telarana.org for an appointment Qme to shop and plan to wear a mask; credit cards accepted

Sharie Monsam:
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Online Opportunities
We hope you found our list of online classes and workshops helpful last month. Here are a few more:
From my new Guild in Alaska: After a fantastic presentation on Sprang by Carol James, I was intrigued enough to
check out this website https://www.solrhizaarts.com and am now fully entangled in learning how to do Sprang, a
textile art that goes back thousands of years (and might relate to Winnie's talk about the peat bogs this month).
It's fun ........and for the not so faint of heart, there's even a "Sprang-A-Long" online right now, which some of
the Anchorage guild members are participating in. Check it out.
Cindy Reynolds is excited about Jane Stafford's online guild membership, which she just joined! She says, "
$75.62 for one year and I have access to 4 years worth of back videos (10 per year) and a new video each 5
weeks for one year. I’ve watched two of the videos and as always, one can always pick up new “tricks of the
trade.” I’m looking forward to learning a lot and she is a very good teacher!" Find it online at
https://www.janestaffordtextiles.com
If you are aware of any others, please let us know at webmaster@telarana.org

A Preview of Penny Wakefield's Posthumous Donations to the Guild
As you all know, Penny passed away a
short while ago. She donated these items
from her Arizona home to our Guild. A
very generous donation of her 3 looms,
and other items which will be organized
and used to benefit the Guild:.
AVL Compu dobby loom
Structo loom
Kessenich loom (warped)
Books, magazines, sticks, warping wheel,
yarn

Shopping? Don’t forget us!
If you shop at Halcyon Yarn, Amazon, or The Woolery, remember these retailers offer cash-back on sales to
the Guild. The percentages look small, but they do add up.
Amazon Smile Program: https://smile.amazon.com/, sign in just as you do on the normal Amazon site. Select
Telaraña Weavers & Spinners Guild as your designated non-profit. We will receive 0.5% of the amount of your
sale. No extra cost to you – just benefit to our Guild!
The Woolery - hWps://woolery.com?aﬀ=97
Halcyon Yarn – If you order over the phone, mention our Guild. Online, there is a comment box on the
checkout page where you enter credit card info. Select our Guild from the link, to benefit our account!
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From my house to yours, Wishing you the Happiest of Holidays!
-Editor

Telaraña Tidings
PO Box 41832
Mesa, AZ 85274-1832
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