Telaraña Tidings
Mar 2021

Newsletter of the Telarañaa Fiber Arts Guild

www.Telaraña.org

March Guild Meeting

2020-2021
Executive Committee and
Committee Chairs
Executive Committee:
President, Winnie Johnson
Vice President, Lee Killpack/.
Maureen McCarthy
Treasurer,Cindy Reynolds
Secretary, Jo Librizzi
Past President, Nancy Ryan
Committee Chairs:
Demonstrations, Nancy Wanek
Exhibits and Shows, Cindy Reynolds
Federation, Paula Rudnick
Historian, Russ Johnson
Hospitality, Linda Finkelstein
Library, Karen Kehlenbach
Membership, Melodee Reissen
Newsletter, Phil Leonard
Programs, Lee Killpack/Maureen
McCarthy
Publicity
Ways and Means, Winnie Johnson
Website, Linda Wade
Workshops, Betz Frederick

Wednesday, March 11, 7pm-VIRTUAL MEETING
ON ZOOM
Robyn Spady :“Weaving TNT: Dynamic Tips and
Techniques for Every Weaver”.
Would you like to learn a great method for repairing a
broken warp end, tracking your treadling while you
weave, making your own repair heddles, or just make
weaving easier and more pleasurable? This gizmo and
gadget centric presentation looks and feels like an
interactive show-and-tell and will introduce over 36
offbeat tools, techniques, or tricks to assist weavers in all
phases of weaving.
A PDF handout will be sent to all participants.

Robyn Spady was introduced to handweaving as a baby
with her handwoven baby blanket woven by her greatgrandmother. Inspired by her blankie, she learned to
weave at a young age and has been weaving for over 50
years. She completed HGA's Certificate of Excellence in
Handweaving (COE-W) in 2004 with the specialized
study Loom-controlled Stitched Double Cloth. Robyn is
fascinated by the infinite possibilities of crossing threads
and loves coming up with new ideas to create fabric and
transform it into something new and exciting. She is
committed to turning the weaving world on to doublefaced fabrics, four-shaft weaves, uncommon and
advanced weave structures, and passementerie techniques. Robyn is also the founder and editor
of Heddlecraft® magazine.
The meeting invitation and link will go out early on Wed., March 11th.

President’s Letter
For some of us it has been a busy month. Our nominating committee has contacted many of you.
They’ve filled all slots except the vice-presidential candidate. I guess no one wants to commit to be
vice president and then president.
Jennifer Moore’s Presentation about Peru was popularly received and our most viewed recorded program yet. Both her Mathmagical Design and her Fractal Design classes were fun and informative. And
her Double Rainbow workshop was over the top. I think we’d all agree that she is a very organized instructor, and her classes or workshops are worth every penny and every minute (okay, every hour).
Never before have I finished a workshop warp and immediately started another one.
We’re looking forward to tips from Robin Spady at this month’s virtual meeting.

Our sale of donated items took place, with good sales bringing in almost $8oo without selling the two
big looms, the spinning wheel, the knitting machine or the warping reel. If you are interested, contact
me. A big thank you to those who donated: Penny Wakefield’s husband, Lee Killpack, Jo Labrizzi,
Sharie Monson, Marnie Pershke, Cindy Reynolds and Winnie Johnson. Thanks also to Linda Wade,
Lee Killpack and Cindy Reynolds for helping with the sale.
As I was sorting donations, I came across a little booklet entitled “I Don’t Do Guilt Anymore” by Anita
Mayer. The title intrigued me, so I sat down to read it. Here’s my favorite quote for the booklet: “you
can’t weave unless the loom is warped…the longer the loom is empty, the more difficult it is to begin a
project.” How true that is! While I’m weaving, I’m often planning the next project. It’s a good idea to
start the next one before the inspiration has diminished.
Here’s hoping you are keeping those fingers busy with fiber activities,

Winnie

Library
The guild library will be open from 5:00 - 6:00 on our regular meeting night, March 10, 2021. You can
check out books or videos or return the ones you’ve had for months. Or you can return books to
Winnie’s house and she will return them to the library. If you’d like to check out something, but can’t
be there at that time, call Winnie to make arrangements.

Treasurer's Report/Membership
The treasury balance as of February 24, 2021 is $9611.48

Board Meeting Minutes
Telarana Board Meeting Minutes - February 24TH, 2021 via Zoom starting at 7:03 pm
Attendees: Winnie Johnson, Russ Johnson, Cindy Reynolds, Nancy Wanek, Jo Librizzi, Marcia Matthieu,
Betz Frederick, Linda Wade, Lee Killpack, Maureen McCarthy, Paula Rudnick.
Minutes were approved unanimously as corrected to say that there was a Ways and Means Committee
Report regarding the upcoming Guild Sale. Lee Killpack moved and Betz Frederick seconded the motion.
Treasurer’s Report: Guild’s ending bank balance is $9,611.48 with April’s Program speaker already
paid. Moved by Betz Frederick and seconded by Lee Killpack to approve the report. Treasurer’s Report
was approved unanimously.
Old Business:
The Guild Sale will be Saturday February 27th, 2021 at the Johnson’s home beginning at 9am. Cynthia
Broughton will demonstrate the computer loom so potential buyers can see how it works.
Thank you to Maureen McCarthy and Lee Killpack for presenting a slate of officers for the coming Guild
year. There is a full board except for the position of Vice President. The slate of officers and the voting
will be announced in this newsletter.
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Mesa Historical Museum Spring Festival on March 27th, 2021 from 9am to 5pm, will include the booths
of two of our Guild members, Winnie Johnson and Lee Killpack. If there is anyone who would like to
do demonstrations please contact Nancy Wanek, or just show up that day.
New Business: none
Betz Frederick reported that Jennifer Moore’s workshops and classes were very well received with 28
people total participating from across the US and Canada. 7 new members joined!
Committee Reports:
Programs: Lee Killpack listed the upcoming speakers, March – Robyn Spady, April – Suzie Click, May –
Sue Bunch and the AZ Inspiration Guild Challenge.
Shows and Exhibits: Maureen McCarthy reported that they are looking for display venues for the 2021
AZ Inspiration Challenge participants to show their fiber creations. Exciting possibilities are in the
works!
Demonstrations: Nancy Wanek reports that there will be demonstration opportunities at the Mesa Historical Museum’s Spring Festival.
Ways and Means: The Guild Sale!!
Library: Karen K. will add two new donated books to the Guild Library.
Newsletter: Please send newsletter items to Marcia by Sunday evening February 28th, 2021.
Web Report: Linda Wade added Google Drive storage. 100GB for a year was only $23.76.
Federation: Paula Rudnick reported that the AZ Federation wants to offer several program options for
local guilds. These will be discussed further.
Historian: Russ Johnson reported great success with Zoom. Send photos to him.
Scholarships: Betz Frederick reports that a $160 Karen Zorn Scholarship is available. 2 Guild scholarships were given out for the Jennifer Moore workshops.
Workshops: Betz is compiling the survey results from Jennifer Moore’s workshop participants.
Betz Frederick moved and Nancy Wanek seconded that the meeting be adjourned. Meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jo Librizzi, Secretary

Upcoming Programs
APRIL 7: Suzi Click Artisan Apparel & Accessories presents The Power of Adornment
Suzi will give a presentation of her evolution as a designer recognized for her own unique personal
style using ethnic textiles. She will be talking about her inspirations from an early age and throughout
her career and how she now combines her passions for travel and textiles as she combs the world
visiting women of traditional style and weavers in remote places to discover textile traditions that she
feels need to be shown to the world
MAY 12: Our final program of the year will be entirely guildcentric: The Inspiration Challenge will
conclude with a presentation of member’s projects (more on page 4), AND
Sue Bunch, our felting maven, will present Felting Across the World.
Sue says: "In 2020 I received a Telerana scholarship for a fiber art class I took in the spring of 2019.
At the May meeting I will share a bit about the instructor, Anna Potapova, from Russia and the
workshop I attended in the mountains outside of Knoxville, Tennessee. Anna has become known
worldwide for her dolls....all made with the techniques of needlefelting and wet felting. It was a treat to
take her class and in March 2020 bring her here to Mesa to teach in our area. I know you will enjoy
knowing about a person a world away who is touching our world of fiber art here in Arizona."
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ELECTIONS!
April’s annual guild meeting is the time in which we vote for our officers for the next guild year. Due to
COVID and our meeting via ZOOM, we will be voting digitally or by snail mail in April. April’s newsletter
will give you more details. The following members have agreed to be candidates.
President: Lee Killpack
Secretary: Carol Gordon

Vice President: !!!Please step forward!!!
Treasurer: Cindy Reynolds

We need to fill the board position of Vice President for our upcoming guild year. PLEASE be willing to
support our guild to function fully by offering to be a candidate for this position!
We are always open to more candidates for each position, so please feel free to volunteer or nominate
someone else who is willing to serve the guild. Please contact Winnie Johnson or Lee Killpack via
webmaster@telarana.org prior to March 29th so the candidate’s name may be included in the April
newsletter.
We have had great response in the filling of our Committee Chair positions. All Chair positions for our
coming year are currently filled! We will give a shout out and welcome to all in a future newsletter.
Many fibers make a gorgeous yarn; Many hands make a great Guild!

Inspiration Challenge
Inspiration Challenge: Twenty guild members are currently signed up for the Challenge and it
remains open to all guild members. The May meeting will give members a chance to showcase their
work and discuss how their source of inspiration translated into a completed project.
We plan to explore venues around the Valley to identify a space for an Inspiration Challenge show in
2022.

Scholarships
Just a reminder that the Karen Zorn Memorial Scholarship is available. Applications are on the
Telarana.org website at http://telarana.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Karen-Zorn-MemorialScholarship-Application.pdf
Funds are available to help members attend workshops, seminars and classes that will further their
fiber arts skills. The scholarship will be $160 per year but the recipient cannot receive more than the
cost of the workshop or class. Any money not spent in a given year will remain in the fund. The
deadline for applications is MARCH 31. Awards will be disbursed to recipient(s) following the April board
meeting.
Applications can be emailed to Betz Frederick at webmaster@telarana.org or mailed to the address on
the application. They must be postmarked by March 31.
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Workshops
Whew! We just completed our very first virtual workshops and were lucky enough to have Jennifer
Moore teaching all three! Two of them were pen & paper workshops which we found to work very well
online. There was a little snag when one participant hadn’t received all of the mailed materials, but we
are adaptive and made it work.
The big question was how well would a virtual weaving workshop work? It was surprisingly personal.
Jennifer had done a marvelous job preparing short videos and slides for demos. Actually, the demos
were much easier to see on the screen than crowding around someone’s loom in an in-person class. A
survey following the class indicated everyone had enjoyed the virtual format. The most-mentioned advantages were not having to schlep looms, having days to weave between classes and of course, the
fact that this was the only way we could hold a workshop at this time. We had participants that were
not even in our state (or country – Shirley Murphy joined us from her home in Canada).
Attendance was higher than we anticipated in all the workshops:
The Mathmagical classes, Exploring the Golden Proportion and the Fibonacci Series and Exploring Fractal Design, had 22 and 20 participants respectively. The Double Rainbow weaving workshop had 20
participants.
Many thanks to Russ for the hours he spent recording and editing the video from all the classes. It’s
been helpful to be able to review the lectures.
Below are a few pictures from the Double Rainbow workshop. If you
have any pictures for show-and-share, send them to
Russ, telarana.az@gmail.com.

Demonstration aOpportunity nd Event
Spring Festival, Mesa Historical Museum http://www.mesahistoricalmuseum.com
Saturday, March 27, 2021 9am - 5pm
2345 N. Horne Avenue, Mesa, AZ 85203
The Spring Festival at the Mesa Historical Museum will include over 20 Art & Craft Vendors, a Classic
Car Show, entertainment and a bake sale. The museum will be open with free admission. Our own
Winnie Johnson and Lee Killpack will have adjoining booths and there will be space for us to demonstrate fiber arts next to them right in front of the old schoolhouse. Come out for the day, or for a few
hours - support the vendors and shop; demo a favorite fiber art and spread the word on Telaraña.
Browse the festival and tour the museum.
It has been a year since we gathered to demonstrate fiber arts to the public. Covid precautions will be
taken on the museum grounds, so please bring a mask. If possible, please bring your own chair. Any
questions, contact Nancy Wanek via webmaster@telarana.org
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Sales

S0ll for sale – pass the word
AVL Compu-Dobby, 8 years old. (Two guild members are willing to help
you get comfortable with this computerized loom.
24 shafts
24” weaving width
$2000 or BO

Unlabeled 40” jack loom ((perhaps a Kessenich)
4 harnesses, 6 treadles
$400 or BO

Other Workshops
From Curious Mondo:
We're excited about this Free, Live, Interactive Online Class: Faux Ikat - How I use Variegated
Yarns w/ Deanna Baugh - It is going to be really fun. :)
Come ready to learn, ask questions and improve your skills!
March 29-31, 2021!
from 11:00am-2pm ET at:https://www.curiousmondo.com/faux-ikat-live
Don't forget to share with your friends!!

Show and Share Guideline
"Show us your stuff!" Send your pictures to Russ Johnson and he will include them in a PowerPoint
presentation. Include a short paragraph describing the article or the techniques used in the process of
making it. When Show&Share starts each participant will have the opportunity to fully describe their
item. Send the pictures a day or two before the meeting if posssible, but I usually can add them to the
PowerPoint presentation the day of the meeting. The pictures will be automatically added to the
Telaraña web page and next month’s newsletter.
Don't Forget:
We'd love to show off any fiber works you are continuing to create on the Telaraña website. Send
your photos to Linda Wade webmaster@telarana.org
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Events
Violet Protest Opening at Phoenix Art Museum
March 10- September 5, 2021
The Violet Protest - will open with a virtual artist's talk by Ann Morton on Wednesday, March 10th, 6:00
pm
The Violet Protest showcases the latest collaborative art project by Ann Morton, the recipient of the
2019 Arlene and Morton Scult Artist Award. This showing of The Violet Protest will feature
approximately 9000 red-and-blue textile squares displayed along the gallery’s walls, representing at
least one square from every maker who has submitted their squares to date. The remaining units are
stacked and configured into the letters “U” and “S,” with the red and blue blending to create the overall
impression of the color violet. Throughout the duration of this exhibition, Morton will continue to accept
submissions and add to these stacks, providing the viewer with an opportunity to witness an artwork
evolve over many months.
Don't forget: there is still time to participate in this project with squares. More information at
http://www.violetprotest.com

Shopping? Don’t forget us!
If you shop at Halcyon Yarn, Amazon, or The Woolery, remember these retailers offer cash-back
on sales to the Guild. The percentages look small, but they do add up.
Amazon Smile Program: https://smile.amazon.com/, sign in just as you do on the normal Amazon
site. Select Telaraña Weavers & Spinners Guild as your designated non-profit. We will receive 0.5% of
the amount of your sale. No extra cost to you – just benefit to our Guild!
The Woolery - hIps://woolery.com?aﬀ=97
Halcyon Yarn – If you order over the phone, mention our Guild. Online, there is a comment box on
the checkout page where you enter credit card info. Select our Guild from the link, to benefit our
account!

A Sampling from Last Month's Show and Share
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